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the former so mild and the later so harsh. Can this difference be attributed to divergent personalities or
could it be that the internal conflicts between monophysites and dyophysites were of far greater import
than with Judaism? One should note at least that in the fifth century the term Jew was no longer being
used solely for the outsider but for the insider as well and that many, especially among the monophysites,
considered Antiochene Christology as dangerously nearing Judaism. By labelling a group of Christians as
Jews it was made clear that not anly was the group deviant but its deviance was related to behavior which
had already been established by all parties as deviant, as the deviance par excellence. Could this not be
one of the reasons behind the monophysite Jacob’s harshness and the nestorian Narsai’s mildness?”. CF,
J. FRISHMANN, “Narsai’s Homily for the Palm Festival — Against the Jews: for the Palm festival or
against the Jews”, IV Symposium Syriacum, OCA 229 (1987) 217-229.
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